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Dear Sir:

The following, in geperal, are the facts regarding the -
flying disc story that started by L
subseguently resulted in news stories ¥oise Statesman 5 ’)¢
~ and thgXehicago Times that a B-25 carrying Army - Intel.hgence officers was shot
*. down Or sabotaged over Kelso, Tashington on August 1, 1947 because it was carry-
ing some flying disc fragments.

./ The original story, as related byF
\9 was to the effect that QR while patrolling in his boat near llaury
1

and, Vashington, sighted six flying discs, one of which fluttared to the
earth and disintegrated, showering his boat with fragments which caused some

damage tq_the boat and killed his dog. QR rote a lettor togiillli é7€
f-Dav:Ls Company which publishes fantastic adventure magazines in
“Chica se him fr ents of the flying disk and relating the above story.

confirming story. -,
Boise, Idaho, who was the first to report
had previously made a contract for

"« a story regarding the flying disc, to come to Tacoma and check the sto ..-«-r‘{. i
o reisted oy QU i

. Mcame to Tacoma, Vashington July 30, 1947 and
6" arranged for a meet e following day, July 31, with
.m his room 502, Winthrop Hotel, Tac washington, also é
called to attend the meeting nited Airlines Pilot who iy
ha.d also reported seeing flying disc fragments, and Army Intelligence to attend
, nmoomm» N é ,,“'53 1 %/ "jﬁé
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this meeting.
Captain DAVIDSON and Lieutenant BROK of 4 A=-2 Inteiligence from

Hamilton Field, California, all met in «illMls room at various times during

the afternoon and evening of July 31, 1947 and discussed the flying disc

story as related by -‘ The Army Intelligence Officers, Captain

DAVIDSON and Lieutenant BRCUI, left about 2:00 {. /. the morning of \ugusb 1,

1947 to return to Hamilton Field, California for Alr Force Day in a R-25 znd

were carrying some of the reportcd disc fragments., The left engine on the

B-25 burned an exhaust stack which in turn caught the left wing afire, the é?c

wing subsequently breaking off and tearing off the tail. The B=-25 crashed,

killing Captain DAVIDSON and Lieutenant BRU.MN. However, the Crew Chief and

a hitch-hiker parachuted to safety. Intelligence Officers at llcChord Field,

Washington advised there was no indication of any sabotage. The plane crashed

at Kelso, “ashington approximately 2:50 A. M. August 1, 1947.

Five anonymous calls were received by a _

and the Taerma, between 11:20 ~. '*., Jduly 31, 1G47
and 5:30 P, ., durust 2, 1947, lhe first call was to a
approximately 11:30 A, M., July 31, in which the caller statec¢ that there was
a meeting taking place at that time in room 502 of the Viinthrop lHotel concerning
the disc fragments found on Maury Island. The second call was reccived betwcen
11:00 A, M. and 12:00 noon, August 1, 1947 by the G NI ;-
which the caller advised that at that moment a big meeting was taking olace
in room nunber 502, ‘Winthrop liotel; that the B-25 which crasiied wa
carrying disc fragments and that McChord Fa.eld officials had stated it was
shot down or sabotaged., The third call was received Friday, ifugust 1, 1947

at 5:30 F, . by the w Tacoma, in whick the caller statsd
that the B-25 which crashed at aelso, :ashington was carrying flying disc

fragments and that the dead officers were Captain DAVIDZCN and Lieutenant é C
BRO.N, .~2 Intelligence Officers at familton Field, California., This call 7
was prior to the release of the dead officers! names by Army authorities and

the caller indicated thit when the names were released, it would verify the
‘nformation he was furnishing was correct, The fourth phone call was received
at acproximately 6:45 P. ™., Friday, August 1 by the 4 NNRS i
which call the caller wated the B-25 was definitegyshot dovn and that if he
contacted ‘my Intelligence officers, they would nct deny it. The fifih phone

T esll wic received by the Tacona, at 5:30 P, ™. ‘.zust 2,

1947 at which time the cnller stated the 2~25 was shoi domn from the air with
a 20 m.m. cannon; th~t the Marine plane found recently on !'t. Rainier had also
been shot down and that would be taken to rlght Field Tussday
morning. ~Uhen the Army authorities released the names of the dead Intelligence

‘officers which verified the information 2s given by the anonymous caller, tho

*:.coma lu-xes prmted this story on August 2, 1947 end carried several srticles
triercafter inferring th-t the B-25 had been shot down or ..abotarcd he: use of

._-T re fact that it was carryines disc framuonts. have admitted

thot the material which they sent to had no connection with any

g flyl% discs aud have given a signed-statemcnt to that effect which are being
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forwarded herein, GENEENNSEEND ccny, however, that they actually started E {
the flying disc story and their actual part in the story. United Airlines pilot, P
‘ states that RN July 31, 1947, both related their SRS
original flying disc fragment story. Information gathered would indicate that P
the anonymous phone calls were possibly made by GHNNNNEin order to build P
up the flying disc story to the point where they could make a profitable sale s
of the story to (i EE-<hicago, Illinois. No facts have been developed 67(’ .
which would definitely prove that ade these calls, However, from all L&
facts and information gathered, it appears he is probably the most likely to : 33‘
"have made the anonymous calls. The detailed interviews of the persons contac- o
. ted in regard to this flying disc story are being set out below. -~ . . 2 ﬁ
N i The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent Yo
—at Tacoma, Washington on August 6, 7, 1947: ;& ‘
* acoma, ..ashington, -
advised that in the early part of June, 1947 he was reguested by the Seattle Do
Tioat Tnt er to check on & story which he was informed had been obtained E 2
from the%‘n, Washington. The story . was_supposed to have : Y
originated vithaiNEE tated that the story was to the effect ,
that gpwhile patrolling in his boat near Maury Island, saw five or six :
- flying discs, one of which fluttered toward the ground and finally disinteﬁrated.

cansing some damage and ki his dog. tated that he went
o the home Tacoma, washington to check with ‘6 o)
/

Fmﬂ ents of the disc were reported to have showered down on the boat of eu—

him on this flying disc story. He stated that as best he could recall, this
was just a few days after the first flying disc stories had appeared in the paper e
and was on & Sunday evening., He believed it was the early part of June. He
stated that @ilietook him in the kitchen and proceeded to talk about this flying
disc story in low muffled tones. He stated that {iiisacted rather suspicious
-~ and that shortly his wife came into the kitchen and was in a considerable rage,
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... dreamed up, He stated that after his wife told@iiilifpic admit the entire story
' was false, that then adnitted that there was nothing whatever to the story -
and it was an entire hoax. YJJR.stated that in view @f the enraged condition
of G vife, he immediately left and reported to the{Seattle Post Intelligencer
that the entire story was a hoax and that they should fot print it in any way,
He further stated that he advised the Seattle Post Intelligencer thatfif was
a mental case and that nothing which he had reported should be carried as far
as a news story, Patated that since that time he had received repeated
~Adaa % -~

requests from the Bolse Stateasman rsquesting information 2s to the flying disc

+ stories reportedly originating with stated

. that he had never, in his experience, had such pressure brought upon him to
‘release & news story and that he repeatedly advised the Boise Statesman that

the __A‘sitory of seeing the flying discs by was a complete fabri-
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C
cation and should be in no way, carried as a news story and refused to furnish
any information regarding these reports. He further stated that he advised
the Boise Statesman shortly before, or at the time left Boise
to come to Tacoma to check on the flying disc stories with
that-should not come as the entire story was a hoax. =

The following information was obtained fmm*
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S - - o2, Tioshington,

’ It was the Tacoma Times paper which first issued a story
. on August 2 and subseguent stories intimating that the B-25 which crashed at
- Kelso, Washington on the early morning of August 1, had been sabotaged or shot
LS down because of the fact that it carried flying disc fragments. B stated
o ~ - that on Thursday, July 31, at approximately 11:30 A, ¥, he received an anonymous
) - phone call in which the caller stated that and Army Intelligence
officers were meeting in room 502 of the “Jinthrop Hotel to check on the flying
disc story from which fragments were obtained on Maury Island, stated he
turned around to speak to his editor and when he picked e phone again the
line was dead., !le stated that the caller asked for
who was out at the time of the call, He stated
y alled § at room 502 in the Winthrop Hotel and was advised by
@Bthat he could furnish no information as he was there on a Government 7‘
mission, tated that on Friday, August 1, between 11:00 A. X. and noo
he received another phone call for in which the anonymous caller
stated ‘that he might have some information for him, asked the caller if
be was not the same party that had called the previous date and he said yes,
The caller then related that at that moment there was a big meeting in progress
in om, 502, in the Winthrop Hotel; that the B-25 which crashed that
morning Kelso was carrying flying disc fragments from California and that
McChord Field officials had stated the plane was sabotaged or shot down.  The
caller then hung up after making some statement to the effect that he was a
ewitchboard operator. #l»stated that he went to the Winthrop Hotel on Friday
+ about noon and found that there was no male operator on duty, He stated he then
went to room 502 and { M answered the door and that Captain ? '
United Airlines pilot, was on the phone. ’stated that he heard make
-a statement to the effect that the information must be very stirictly confidential,
He stated that there were one or two 6thers in the room besides
‘but that he could not identify them. He stated that told him he could
- maKe no statement and that he had attempted to check the story with various people
‘on Maury IZland with negative results, He stated that about 3:30 P, Y., Friday,
"~ he wrote a story regarding the mysterious informant and callrat his
. hotel room, stating that he had written thigsrstory and that had better _ .- -
check it. He stated that he talked to the United Press ‘/ireman,
Tacoma, who advised that the story sounded fantastic. tated that about
5: 3) P. ¥., Friday, August 1, an anonymous caller call the ...
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*stating that Captain DAVIDSCN and Lieutenant BiC X

viere the Intelllgence officers that were killed in the crash of the B-25 and
that civilians and the sheriff had been kept away from the wreckage with the
Amy guarding it. He stated the anonymous caller then said that the nanes

Lad not_been released yet by the Army and that this would verify his statements,
* stated that the following morning, Saturday, iugust 2, the .rmy
verlt that the officers killed were Captain nkvlnﬁm* and Lleutemn’r BRC.T
ard two days later verified that they were Army Intelligence officers. ‘
stated thzt the anonymous caller again later contacted c~.ing

him by that name, and at this time stated he did not call the
éor the *and denied calling
In this call the anonymous caller stated that, '"Don't think I!'m doing thls for

you." He then asked if the story had been put on the wire and vhen (>
said yes, the caller stated, "ie want this to get back to New Jersey."” The
caller further stated that the B-25 was shot down by a 20 m.m. cannon and th:t
the marine plane which was recently found wrecked on the side of !'t, Rzinier,
bzving been micsing for several months, hol algo been shot downe. The cnller
stated to th~t e should get in toucl with a flver named vith
U.ited Airlines who, he stat,ed was with vwhen they were snot at
over liontana. The caller then stated, "I'1l see you

Tuesday, I'm ~oing to
fan Francisco.' @R stated that he had checked with of '
United Airlines vho denied knowini any pilot by the nane oii denied é

ever having flown over ontana. tated that cceived another
anonymous call in which the caller stated that ould be sent to "right
Field on ulesday and that Saturday one of the men who found fragments of the

1 -ing disc was to be flown to Alaska, -stated thot in view of the fact
that thb infonnation as to the Intelligence officers on thie 35-25 had heen as
Tirnished by the anonymous caller, had aubsequent]y been verificd by the Ariy,
tue story was released that the 3-25 was carrying disc frogments retourning to
Hamilton Field, California and furnishing the inference that the plane had been
sabotaged or shot down, ated that about 8:00 P, !, on Sunday, .August 3,
he contacted t his home,
Seattle at which time stated he had not given any story out to thic Post
Intelligencer at Seattle; stated that he had gotten a telegrae to call a number
in loise and when he called und found out it was the Boise Stitesman, ho had
-bung up, e stated that the Bodise Statesman then contacted him, at viich time
he admitted he had seen the disc fragments, but that he did not take any of
thiens  This time informed that he had been with

@ rublic Relations Officer from ileChord Field, all afternoon until about

3215 Py Mo informed that he had told the Army authorities every-

thing that he and knew about the flying disc fragments story fro:f, the

tine thet left Boise, Idaho and he had left ueuttle, Lozuinston.
wents

This time admltted that there were some of the supposed disc fr
. SR, e

+he ‘JSnthrop Hotel and that had been in

vaxu Gtr i t_{_uulu. U divevd il viie

ctoted that he called

the room Thursday afternoon, On iionday
j who advised that if this were not used in the paper, he an
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-would see him after lunch, ‘stated that about noon -and
contacted him at which time SEEEEEtoted that he and his son had been

[E S | ek

——
exploring a gravel pit on Maury Island and found some strange rock formotions.
He stated they picked up some of these samples and that hlater

caw them and they went back over to kaury lsland at which time additional

semples vere obtained and that/{ R sent these to a friend of his at t

University of Chicaro to have analyzed. They stated that they received a

report and thot apparently this friend had asked a newpaperma= to find out 676

where the rock formations were obtained. G Qs told -unat

sometime after the first flying disc story had appeared, they received a tele-

gram from Trans-Ocean Press from Chicago wanting infommation on the flying

disc fragments. tated that they had at no time indicatcd-the

rock formations were a part of a flying disc and that Captain and
were not interested in the rock formations and they denied

giving them to

furnished substantially the same information that wes obtained from (NN

th regarding the anonymcus phone calls which he had
received. He stated further that the first call he received was on Ffriday,
August 1, at around 5:30 P. . At this time the caller stated that the B-25

vhich crashed at Kelso, Washington was carrying disc fragments and that the

two officers killed were Captain DAVID3CHN and Lieutenant BRC.N, officers with

Army A-2 Intelligence at Hamilton Field and that the fragments were top secret
material. He stated the caller indicated that when the Army released the names

of the dead officers it would verify that the informatlion he was furnishing was
currect, stated that the second call he received at approximately

6:45 P, M. Friday, August 1 at vhich time the caller stated that the B3-25 was
definitely shot down and that if he contacted Amy Intelligence A-2, the man ’7

atadtad ha J-!-innnh#

+hA a3+
uisiiv vii€ man 3aia v Con-—= i

P 2 | ~d 4
.LLI Lll(...l. ] WUU..LL-L no%v U.!:lj‘y J.U. vauvou uT ul

>
tact Colonel- but it was found out it was Colonel @ who was in charge
of Armmy Intelligence A-2., The caller further stated that the Sherifi's Office

hcd been kept away from the crash and that no civilians had been allowed near
the plane. d stated the third call he received al 5:30 P. }., sugust 2,
anl that tliis time the caller stated that one of the men who had been conferring
‘-nd was tolen to alaska that day. The ciller
further stated that the B-25 was shot down from the air with a 20 m.r:. cannon;
that the larine plane found recently on !t, Rainier had also been snot doun;
that Captlain ould be taken to 'right Field Tuesday morning and that a
™ited Airlines pilot by the name of S flew with Cantain ENEMP ten they
vere shot at over Yontana. The caller stated he was leaving for San Frencicco

- “an? would be bacic Tuceday,

3 PO e 74
L.Hc v Ly uwu uu..A

net———— :
U S— [ 5toted ae g
caller to obtuin his identity & 67(

“.¥ory.little effort to jquestion tle anonymous

they felt it was useless and that if they started guestioning him he wic:ld
e
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refuse to furnish eany further informetion.
On August 5, 1947 Spscial Agent—
contacted in the resident agency office, Tacoma, Washington by
At this time asked if the Seattle Office was investigation the crash
of .the B-25 and he was informed that no investigation was being conducted by
the Seattle Office. SMMMERR at this time related in a rambling story that hef -7,
had picked up some strange rock formations which he had forwarded to a friendd /%
of his in the University of Chicago to have analyzed and that later, in some
manner unknovn to him, these rock formations had been reportcd as being frag-

ments of & ,ﬂying disc,

-
el

- -

v o on August 7, 1947 -’q‘ere inter-.
<. viewed at the Tacoma resident agency office. Both at first

..+ denied any knowledge of how the rock formations which they had picked up to

- have alalyzed became connected with the flying disc stories. Both denied

: making any statement to anyone that these rock formations were portions of a
disc fragment. It was apparent from the start of the interview thatAjillsand
ere not telling their complete and true connection with the flying
disc story. They refused to give any definite information as to what they said

..... 2 mermTernd 2o &8 Vard e A2 an atAare kit '

or had done which caused them 10 become invoived ini & fiying GiscC 8uory, dDul
gave evasive answers and repeatedly stated that they had nothing to do with it

~ - and were .at a loss to understand how they became connected with the flying disc

-~ = story.. After considerable questi:&ug, they stated that in the early part of

) June-fthey sent to@MEENSo! theZilf-Davis Publishing Campany which published
thd\Fantasy magazine in Chlcago and the Venture magazine in Evanston, Illinois
some Tock formations which they had found on Maury Island., They stated they
sent these formations, asking@illlleto have them analyzed. They stated that 7C
“later te and asked for more samples, advising he had failed to analyze

S ———

they have never sent anv additional samples

savw

Al oV an
Vi€ SaMpiSS, stated

W
and that the next they heard regarding the rock formations which they had sent
"+ GNEias when he called *and asked if the rock formations could = -
.-, have come from a flying disc. stated he made some remark that they possibly
- eould have come from a flyinz disc and that he immediately sat down and wrote -
8 letter to which was in the latter part of June in which he stated
the material could have been portions of a flying disc. MM claimed that he
. thought he told *over the phone scmething about being in his boat when .. .
he obtained these rock formations, but stated he could not recall what he had
to ammm— 3 o) 2imed that he passed the whole thing off as a joke.
ere questioned at length in an attempt to obtain specific
informatipn as to exactly what each one had done with regard to the rock forma-

o
WiAUVUVOL

L tions. However, each stated that the only thing they had done was tell NN

.* .. the formations could have come from a flying disc in view of the fact it appeared

s .+ . uthat's what he wanted them to esay". No definite information could be obtained

£ o from either GMENEEEN.cs to what each specifically had done to start the
- =, flying disc story. : ' :
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@.:1i in vhich they cdmitted the rccs formations had no connection with
any flying discs is being forwarded to the Bureau herewith, The statement 7C—
contains no information of vilue and therefore is not being set forth herein,

Regarding the meeting which was held ‘in the liinthrop Hoiel
on Thursday, July 31, g st:tcd th t they both r t*
there about 1:00 P. %, They stated that they all left ércom about
3:00 P, ¥, and that G tock G- tc Gerry's Sirport at Teecusa and
lew his nlane to Jeattle where he ovicked up Captain
‘Stated that he picked up (G - irry's Lirport about 5:00
P. . and thot —cme to- room about 7:00 P, M, i

. S o C
e +r\ n\ttle

c+n+od that he ‘rvl laft abort 30 o i when he drove Sca

S stated they

to get his car and that ‘went home at this time.
returned about 11:30 P. 1. at which time the Army Intelligence officers were
in G -oom and that eft about midnight. He stated thot he
returned to com Friday afternoon for approximately one-half hour
from 2:20 to 3:00 P, If., et vhich time Giliiaw:nd GHNEEN cre still there and”
neither secmed to be ahle to recall if G as in room on Friday,
sugust 1, The best that could be obtained fron R -d s to vhat
took place in room was to the effect that most of the tu ’c vas about
fl:7ing, that no one seemed very interested in the rock formations a«ind that
they had no connection as far as they knew with any flying disc. »
gtated that santed to obtain pictures of the place where the
rock formations were obtained and that the Armmy Intelligence cfficers did nui
appear to be interested in any manner wvhatever.

I o crates thic

s.illwater Avenue, Tacoma, ‘.ashington and Mac recently been o
working with him buying timber, They have also been associated with thedllirtor
ratrol Association at Tacoma, Washington which furnishes patrel and DOllCe “Tro- /
tection to parts of the harbor area which are not patrolled by Tacoma police /C
or Sheriff's officers., Tacoma, .zshincton,
Army serial number Durlnﬂ the war he was a pilot and it is believed
presently holds a Reserve Cfficer's commnission as a Captain.

’\.J
o

Captain DAVIDSCHN

Regarding the B-25 which crashed, killing
1=

Officer, !c Chord Field, advised that this investigation of the crash reflected
an evhaust stack had burmﬂd out on the left engine which in turn caught the
1pf'f t"ng afire and that when the left L‘lh‘t’; broke n‘f'f' it a2l so broke off the 7(:

teil, The plane at the time of the crash was carrylng Captain DAVIDSUY,

vieutenant BRO.\N, the hitch-hiker and a man as Crew Chief to take care of tha
airplane. The Crew Clief and the hitch-hiker parachuted to safety, but Captain

DAVIDSON and Lieutenant BRO.N were killed, He stated that their investigation

“ reflected no indication of any sabotage whatever,

E A check of the records of the .inthrop Hotel at Ticoma,
ashington revealed that his address as QNN !‘ount-

2iving
view Dmvp Boise; Idaho rented room 502 from July 30 at 7:43 P, Y. until

re—— - ,..,_v.__.__g.«_ -
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The following information was obtained by Special igent b X
n interview on August 12, 1947 with Captain 3
United Airlines pilot: It should be noted that :

Captain as previously received publicity for having supposedly seen

flyinr discs or similar objects on July 4, last while on a routine United Air-
lines flight out of Boise, Idaho in company with his co-pilotq
cencerning this incident. Caotain @MMBstates that they took off fror ‘;oise,é;)c
Idaho 2t 2:12 7, . and ncaded Worthwest al 300 degreec cnd while still clin"ing
at £,000 feet, co-pilot GENMPc:lled his ztiention to some objects in the

sky ahead of them about ten degress left which neither one could identify.
htates that he called a CAA radio operator at Ontario, Creson <nd regues-
ted him to step outside his racio shack and see if he could see any ol these
objects overhead. The CAi radio operator replied in the negative,

Coptain §MMstates thet he first met CENENENEENEES. o-
Jriy 5 in the offices of the G NGGGEGNRERPENY :rc both wore being
irterviewed concerning their sighting of fl ing discs. (-tates thrt he
next met about three weeks azo in Boise, Idsho at vhich tine be, G
was on another flizht through Boise, Idaho and had a ten mipute lay-over there,
Cn this occasion vas in company of Captain WILLIAI L}:!’L&\«IDSCI.' and

Lieutenant FRANK 1 ~DBROM, Army Intelligence officers, and’a
2 J L 3
@ ncxt contact with was on lhursday

O]
July 31, last when he received a telephone call from calling frem Taco.a
in the early aftcernoon at which time he asked to come over to Tacoma and
juin him as he vies investigating a flying disc story for 'someone back Tast" l
and sore {ragments vere involved which ight be intcrozted in seeing. O jC
After some discuscion srreed to join in Treomz ond -ol1d
A ould fly over .nd pick him up at Boeing airyort at 4:00 r. I, ‘
met at Boeing Field at about 4:00 P. M. and they flew to Berry'c airport

at Tacoma, “lashington where they were met by The three of them
proceeded din ¢ car to the i/inthrop Hotel vhere vas occupying

ordered something to eat and during this time either
‘and invited him up to ihe room. DIy this time
-t -2 3
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learned from that iere the parti- -
est flying disc story and states that Lz had go wreviocus 3
either of these men before rmeeting them in Ticoma on this dalte. Er
Roo.: il stoved QR lctter vhicn he had rucoived froa :

the Venture Press of Chicago reguesting that < ii.vesticete
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the GEENERNEEEY-<tory in Tacoma. QA ool ot thi. tise that

after receiving this letter he had called G0y telephone in Chicago

G FY . o SELalR

% i 25 a result of which call‘had forwarded him £200.00 expense noney
L for covering the story. Shortly thereafter, at about 7:30 F. I,

o arrived at the Eotel room and the discussion began among the four men present
. as to vhat 4NN =i scen on [zury Island.” <l orofcssed reluc~

» tance to tell the story, cloiming that several unfortunzte incidents haZ
S i occurred subseyuent to his seeing the flying discs and he believed the entire
y incident had brought him bad luck. In this connection he stated thst four or
> five days subseguent to his signting the flying cdisecs, 2 man called at his
¢ home and had a conversation with him the course of which e was warned to
: forget all about everything he had seen on or near Maury Island. In addition
to that, @ stated that his sixteen year old son had run away from home
~ following the incident and had been picked up by the police somewhere in
Yontana. After some further discussion finally agreed to tell his story
of the flying disc incident in front of fter eliciting a promise from
that he would not discuss the matter for at least two weeits, It should
be noted that had previously told his story to . it
this point related the incident vhich Las alrecady been descricd and which
he alleged had talen place on or about June 23 or 24. ‘hile relating the
incident«ilRcentioned that he had taken pilctures of the flying disc vhich
he had seen but that the printed films were marred with white spots, then 7[
had concluded his story, related that he had gone the following
day to laury Island to verify wh had told him concerning the frasments
and had at this time picked up several fragments and teke:r them wich him. At
this time elated that he also saw one of the flying discs hovering
over tre Island but that it had disappeared into a cloud. “Trendiliiie:nd
had finished telling their story &told the group that he had enrlier in
that evening called Captain DAVIDSON and Lieutenant BRC T, Army Intelligence
officers and that they were on their way to the Hotel room. At this point
protested that he did not wish to tell his story before anyone else ard he

was advised by‘ that if such was the case vh idn't he just leave and not
.be there when they aprived, then left the rcom ana
went downstairs, rgeparted alone, drove A vack to Soeing Tield

near Seattle whe desired to pick up his own personal car, whicih he cid.
They then returned to the Hotel where they found Captain DAVIDION and Iieutenant
SRCUN in room 502 wit » met them at the door asd seeried
excited, explaining to hat Capltain DAVIDSON had just drawn a reoroduction
of a2 freak disc which had supposedly been seen by a woman in Arizona =nd th.t
this drawing was an exact reproduction of the flying disc which he, “, had
secn several weeks before, nearing Mt. Rainier, states that shortly « ter
this scemed very anxious to tell his and story to the .nyy offi-
cers. <Z2efore this was done, however, hed a discussion with Lieutenant
U0, informing him thit lhey had promised not to release the stery for
tv.o veeks and that if were allowed to tell the story at this tine, D0
wnd DAVIDSCN nust acrce not to release the story for cne month, Fello.ing thls

agreement, related and his story of the flying discs cover Mauwy
-9 -
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“. tance, D3BCBBIIT, however, was unavailaoble and
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Islend to BN and DAVIDAOY, Followinc this recitation, Lieutenant RBRCT,

in ansver to a query from G saicd thist he and Captain NVIDSON were of

Lhe opinion tli»t there might be some truth in the current flying disc storices,

but that their immediate superiors (presumably a-2 at Hemilton Field) did not

agree with them. BRON and DAVIDSCN then held a brief discussion as to whetner

they should rcturn that same night to Hamilton Field and they decidcd that

they would, A1l five of the mcu then went down to the lobby where #0201 ré {

detached himself from the group and enterad a phone boocth to call for a ca

from llcChord Field. (@R>1so left the proup and net BROWM outside the phrine

booth ihere they held a short discussion relative to the credibility -f (R
story. FRO.M indicated to @lgthat he should attemt to find

out if the story was on the level and that BRO.IV would call him the following

day regarding this matter. The group then proceeded to the front of the Hotel

at which timec @b rought his car to the front of the Hotel and took from

kis trunk a hox of the alleged flying disc fragnents picked up on ilaury Island.

iz offered them to BRU.I and DAVIDSON and when the irmy car arrived from !‘cChord

Field the box of fragments vas placed in the car with the officers.,

departed alonc and ARG cnt i search of something to col zand later

rcturned to the Hotel for the night. '

On Friday morning, Auzust 1, 1947, @i received a call
from informming him thet a B~-25 had crashed during the night and it was
believed to be the same plane which BROUN and DAVIDSON were flying. Following
this call G and came to the Hotel room and from the room

again called ¥cChord Field in an attempt to get information about the crash,

ook the phone from nd spoke to a Colonel identifying
“Imself and.asking if the 3-25 which crashed was the only one vhich had tal:zn
off from lcChord Field the previous night, told him that it wos. Tollow-
ing this call <> 1)ed i Chicago andiinformed him of the
previous night's conversations and the fact that DAVIDSON and DRCII were believec
to have been killed. old «illsto discontinue his investisation of

the incident and that he, 4R, vas no longer interested. AN then took
the phone from {lle:nl asked @ if he could shed any lirht on the A
situation. «Sfias unable to say what SRS reply tO“ch}s. Fcu

lowing these telephone discussions‘says that he called=whom
he identifies 2s a personal friend of his and an

G ::tcs that he had nreviousl; made on agreement with
Chicago that should he ever run across any flyins disc stories which showec
oromise of news value, that he would contact and this call was a result
of that agreement, Shortly afterward, Colonel {JjjiRczlled him from Mclrord
Field stating that Hamilton Field had reguested lhat
and submit their addresses to Hamilton Field for convenience of any iny
investigation of the incident which may be fortiicominz., After this call the
four men went to a restaurant for lunch. During the course of thic meal
excused himself from the table zand attempted to call SAC BCBBITT of the Fori-

Jand  Field Crfice, Federal Bureau of Investigatior with whom he clzins zeguzin-

was anable to complete the
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11, After returning to the Hotel room, a_ called

N
hid Eharr .-?1/-7 " t ﬁl\'fe hL’ﬁ !:Ih T::ter, a }‘T'

l atter ng to Edlll informa iln, vuLv Tiuey Gid no

> : ‘of the N called and poke to him on the telephone
but refused to give out any information, further relates that while
the four men were in the room at this time, an envelope was shoved under the

' door and that he retrieved it from the floor. W»states that the appearance
of this envelope secmed to startl considerably and that in fact, '
turned white as a sheet until (W read the note unsigned vhich was a commu-
nication to the Hotel advising that a strike of Hotel employees was eainent and

~ = that guest,e should not exgect room and telephone service much longer. Shortly

5 oy ~d o CY
after this incident left the Hotel room after promising to

" take EENERERENN o }aury Island the following mornlni, (Saturday). o

rnte nt 3

. Andh
v .

- . andJJlMe then vent out for dinner and on-their return, ound & note in
] ) the box requesting him to call a certain telephone number. did this from
* L the Hotel room and was answered by iV bw}lo reguested

to go out and call him from a pay station. @ complained and was
informed bLy@eth=t two snonymous telephone calls hzd been received by é?c
him th'xt a discussion regarding flyinz dices had becn taxing place in room 502
at the ‘inthrop Hotel which involved Army Ixtelhgence off:.cers. rron the
information wnlcn_naq received, WS vwas convinced that the
caller must havc been present at the discussion also, as{illwvas
in possession of pertinent remurks which had been made in the room,
states that he did not give further information and that in conclu-
sion of the call, he returned to the Hotel room and he andiillllleretired for-

the night.

R T R

¢ . On Saturday morning, Aurust 2, 1‘71»7’ redeived a tele-
phone call from in Chicago » but vas unable to ga.ve him any

PO e T P SR e

SO further information. EEgEadvised him, however, that he would call him bac
B at 2:30 that afternoon, hen called from a coffee shop nearby and
and @i oined nd an unknown man in the Coffee Shop for

. breakfast., The unknown person was discussing some lumber business with §ijile
; and left after breakfast, On leaving the coffee aho;a,.aske& about

i the negatives of the photographs which he claimed to have taken of the flying

: discs. said the negatives were in the glove compartment of his car, b:%

a search of the instant plove compartment was fruitless, The four then pr /) (
. ceeded in s car to the dock vhere they were to embark for laury Island,
The boat, however, could not be started and the trip was postponed until later
in the day, #hile at the dock, however, sked to be showvn the damage
to the boat which had al.legedly occurred when the fragments showered dovm on
daury Island. pointed out what may have been repairs to the windshield
and lights on the boat, but as not personally satisfiled thct these repairs
- were made as a result of any such incident. then drove Gl

ki -+ and @l back to the Hotel at approximately 10:45 A, M. and old them
: he would call them later on and that they would go to lfaury Island. On return-
ing to the Hotel' W colled @t the Tacoma Times as a result of which
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winthrop Hotel., G ctated that the purpose of this meeting to try to Xy
find out something more ahout the anonymous phone calls which had told R
him about. He =nd Gl still refused to give out any further information Do
regarding the Thursday evening conference to nd were informed by 4R R
that the was afraid of being scooped on the story and was going oty
to print sometihilng on thut day. «Nand “hen reburnc? to *he llotcel o
and shortly thcereafter received a phone ca2’l from Hat the call was )
cut off by the switchboard operator since it vas not an emersency colil.: rooA
and hen returned to the ilotel lobby vhere they found a telegram froo L
4B 2: 10 them to call him at either Broadway or Froctor is rcv P
sure of the exchange. W-211led this number, but R as not there, . =
states that he wvent then to the Testern Union Telegraph Office and dispatched P
a collect telegram to JHNEENEER-t the which contained a Lo
brief resume of the incidents which had occurred and which requested il to ooy
wire B2 telephone number where {JJJis could be reached z2fter 6:0C 7, . oo
stztes that he has never received an answer to that wire. Follouing A

this, A states thot he and ‘that he and (N v:ere sitting in the g
lobby of the Clypapic I'otel vhen enteied end gove ther cach & eni o of the %
l2test edition of the Tacumn Tiies which contoined « cbory hinting oo cubot « o
in the crash of the Army B-25 which killed Captain DAVID3CHN and Lieuccnant BIC I, 2
stated that he and continued to occupy seats in the llotel lobby ¥

most. of the afternoon inasmuch as they were unable to receive calls in the Fotel. oo

RN

roon due to the Hotel anployees! strike. He relates thot he received a call
room > 8. hie ; e 3
in the late afternocn from S =dvising him to call e th-: cvemn at »
*:30 as QB0 further information regarding the aponymous calls.

a

ieceiveéd ¢ telsoram requesting that he call vhich Lie did =i founl
tiat it o as‘of the_ ile refucad to ;_lve :A?é
further inforimation at this time, However, shortly thereafter, Cu._Llf

{from Boise and advised that the Army had released a story througsh Priczdier
Ceneral JHRAL revealing the confidential assignment which BRC 1. and D;.VIDSCII

t..d been engaged on. In vievi of this release, euucsted‘ to ansuer
one guestion for him which was, ™Miere they carrying any alleged disc fragmentis

on the plane?" and onsviered, "Yes, they were." Following tuis
called as ner his earlier reqguest and was infomn.ec that f the
hac received another anonymous pheone call at which ti'ne the veice!
s.i1 th-t the Army B~25 carryings Cantain D.VIDSCH ond Lieutenant 220 10 had
- heen sh L dovn with 20 mem. shells and thrl the Jerine plane found ool 7',
iainier had also becen shot down with 20 m.m. shells, -The voice went on to oi-te
thot (Hould be called back to iiright Field on Tuesday. “'hen
wsied why he was piving out this information the ccller replied that it vas
not for the benefit of the newspapers, but that he was interested in seaing
that the information got back to ilew Jersey. The voice also informed -
at this time that onc of the tvwo persons who had becn talking to A and
: nad now left for ilaska., As a result of this latter bit of inftrmation
‘dudided to find out if CHJNENROY had left town. ile located (NN

rane to vPt Lotel and mct WR:nd P
X2 phon\. and Qe £t saying that “viouid

, 54

. at the Clunset Theatre an
-~ Ul ey were unable to locate

try to find out where was and thal he would call then tomorrow (Sunday)
and that they would go out to Maury Island at that time. After&ci‘b,
| ~12 -
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S ' Gl o0t Lo the —‘.'here ::.-nct them
and toox them to in the There +hCJ rcod the
iatest press releases and had a discussion with regarding the anony 7c
mous phone calls, In the course of this discussion mentioned the
name of ajor G Fiblic Relations Officer at iicCuord Field as

being one of Lhe officers interested in the investigatiocn,

Following this discussion with at vhich lime

L
‘tates they still refused to divulge any furiler information, ‘mdé?é

returned to the Hotel for the night.

On Sunday morning, August 3, 1947, glcppeared at the
Hotel room and told them that he had received a letier from -.:hich said
in effect, "Take care of my business., I'll be out of town for turee or four
days." had a letter with him but he did not show it to or
Tr.e thrce men then drove to-secretary s house in South Tacoma and
picked her up and the four of them then went to breakfast on the South Tacana
tighuey. “hile the four of then then went to breakfust wcrcused @ imself
ant calied Jajorag .t (cChord Field wud arvanped un appointueri Lo et
him at the Hotel lobb, at 11:00 4, !, They then took secretasy wo hier
nome vhere (B picked up a typewriter and then drove cnd AP oack é
to the Hotel, Tihey asked him if he was going to take them to lfaury Izland iz 7(:
day and he replied that he was not, He further stated that e was sick of the
entire business and that if he was ever contacted by the Anny or the zuthori*ies
e was going to deny ever having secen anything and clasim to be "the bigrest liar

thet ever 1411':.14" ""hvrt'l v nf‘+arl ratnr‘nﬂ r\g to the dotnT "net :f&j(\r e
in the lobby and the_,r '-:ent in car to a coffce =‘h0p i couth Tacoma vaere

nroceeded to tell Liajor the entire story of the incidents which

=4 occurred in Tacoma regarding the L and story since Ti. .rgday
afternoon. Following this, étook tlajor vack to t.he: Hotel engd intro-
duced him to *and suggested to‘uhat he also tell !Major -‘L‘r_e
entire story of what had occurred. (il did so. Izjor afier looiing

at the fragments vhich were still in the room suggested that they cdrive out .:
tre Smelter near Tacoma as he believed the slag at the Smelter would veur a
distinct resemblarce to these frasments. The three men then drove tc¢ tic T ltor
s U sler wae noted Lo be definitely si-"lar to the frapments vide

.4_..u,

and-had left in the Lotel room. they lhen roeturned to tue “otel room and

“rajor left thcam. «fter jpacking their bacs, Eftoox WP .o Lerr)'s

..irport where his nlane was parked and then @Jlscirove hinself back (o Seuttle,

About an hour after his arrival in Jeattle, which was
approximately 7:30 I'. M., of the GENEERS - peored at SN home
with the newspiper containing the Associated Press story which had ori; inatea
In Boise, ldaho in the Lolse Ttatesman and which was written by p folleuing

.- admission to him thut frarments had been carricd by Lieutenant ™ ¢ 7 nd

eptain DAVIDSUT on the fotal 5-25 flight, JSEEERCt this tinc contincu to
refuse to give any statements for the Fress and told- thet he w4 placed
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‘of days leter he called QUi 2t licChord Field and asked him if t

August .L9 » 1947

L_.l-
T

all of his information in the hands of the Army. g stated couple

here
was any recent information concerning the incident. @iRstates that /Al

informed him that §jjlehad not yet been contacted, but that the A

Federal Bureau of Investigation was "setting a trap for him'. urther 7C—
advises that on Friday, August 8, 1947, he appeared before Lawyer -
at the County-Clty Building, Seattle and made a deposition of the facts relating
to the incidents in Tacoma from lhursday afternoon, July 31, last until Sunday
morning, August 3, last.

A copy of this deposition is now in possession of the writer
and is be:mg forwarded herewith to the Bureau. It should be noted that this
deposition is in no way as complete as the statement taken by the writer above
and any setting out of this de_position in this communication would be superfluous,.

Copies of this comnunication are being sent to the Butte,
Portland, San Francisco and Chicago Offices for their information only. Unless
adv:used bj he Bureau to the contrary, instant investigation is considered closed

For the information of the Bureau, Captam*
Intelligence Officer, McChord Field, Ft. Lewis, Vashington advised al the weekly
0.K.I.~S8.I.D.-F.B.I. Intelligence conference that the Fublic Relations Officer y .,
at McChord Field had received & telephone call from an individual at Armmy Air ) /¢
Forces Headguarters at washington, D. C., during which call the Public relations

Officer was requested to obtain a signed statement from which
could be publlshed and thus publicly close the matter. Ceptain further

lan n 3 yma 3
ch.dpru blldu h!;' hud né a A tional l.ufvau;ntlon *n +h1e mn++°r And that he dld.

not handle it.
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Very truly yours,

%K B. WILCO}

Special agent % harge
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